THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
Alarm then, or at any rate apprehension, was the
first reaction of British public opinion to the movements
of Russia, but this state of feeling did not continue very
long. It has often been remarked that when any Power
threatens to become of exaggerated importance in Europe
or, in Mr. Neville Chamberlain's phrase, makes a bid to
c dominate the world/ the British Foreign Office turns
on this threatening Power the most powerful search-
lights of its attention. It may be that it forms a hostile
combination against it or it may be that it effectually
kills it with kindness. In any case the result is that the
offending Power is overthrown or rendered innocuous
and the British Empire can still bask in the sunshine of
security.
The second policy was that followed in regard to
Russia when in the course of its onward drive that
country was discovered athwart a main output of the
British Empire. The enemy at the gates became
the partner in an entente cordiak. Mr. W. T. Stead, in the
latest Victorian days, discovered that the despot of
Russia was a Man of Peace. Europe could best be saved
from anarchy if a Osar gave the nod. Advanced poli-
ticians might recall the horrors of Siberia and protest
that we were indeed soiling our hands if we entered into
partnership with such a monster of cruelty. Mr. Camp-
bell-Bannerman might wake up a public meeting with
his dramatic call: " The Duma is dead; long live the
Duma "; but the needs of the State were taken as super-
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